Hardwood Silviculture Cooperative

Summer Management Committee Meeting Minutes

July 7, 2004

Next meeting January 11-12, 2005 location TBD 

Wednesday July 7, 2004:

Attendees: Andrew Bluhm and Dave Hibbs- OSU; Doug Robin- ODF; Norm Andersen, Florian Deisenhofer, George McFadden, Lyle Almond, and Jeff De Bell- WA DNR; Larry Larsen and Jeannette Griese- BLM; Robert Deal- PNW, Portland, OR; Connie Harrington and Warren Devine- PNW, Olympia; Del Fisher- Washington Hardwood Commission; Larry Mason- UW, Rural Technology Initiative; Don Hanley- WSU Extension 

The meeting began at 8:00am at the PNW Research Station in Olympia, WA.  Many thanks go out to Connie Harrington for providing the meeting space and many of the logistical planning.

After welcomes and introductions, Andrew reviewed the last year and the coming year measurements.  Last year had an “average” amount of field work.  Next year has even less, with no “orphaned sites” to measure.  Please see the annual report included here for a description of the fieldwork schedules.

Unlike the previous annual meetings, no presentations were given at this meeting.  Instead, the group discussed many things related to red alder and it’s management.

Connie Harrington handed out copies of her presentation “Managing  Red Alder for High Value Wood Production” that she gave at the Washington Hardwood Commission meeting on June 24, 2004 as well as copies of two papers relating to red alder decay.  Finally, she handed out a list of USFS references relating to red alder.  This database can be found by going to www.treesearch.fs.fed.us.  

Dave Hibbs and Andrew Bluhm then discussed some of the other research projects that the HSC has become involved in.  The main two projects are the Volume Equation Project and the Regional Red Alder Modeling Effort.  Please see the included annual report for more information on these projects.

After that we went around the room discussing what other projects people were involved in.  Don Hanley mentioned the Red Alder symposium being held at UW March 23-25, 2005.  He urged everyone to attend and if interested, to submit a paper or poster.  For more information, see the annual report or contact the HSC.

Lyle Almond then discussed his master’s thesis project on the role of red alder to reduce tip weevil damage in Sitka spruce.  His current research is focusing more on silvicultural treatments to optimize this reduction.

Robert Deal, who gave a great talk two winters ago at an HSC meeting, mentioned that his research on the role of alder in Alaskan forests has recently been published in Northwest Science and the Canadian Journal of Forest Research.

Jeff DeBell summed up the field trip for the previously mentioned WHC meeting to Pilichuk tree farm where they looked at red alder/red cedar species mixtures.  The group agreed that this would make a good field stop for future HSC meetings.

 
Then, the topic turned to the HSC budget.  Andrew pointed out that incoming funds have remained constant the last few years; with the exception that one member did not pay dues last year.  This fact, coupled with the fact that OSU has begun charging a 10% overhead fee for all cooperatives, will create a deficit for FY 04.  As a way of remaining within the budget, Andrew’s time will be reduced from 10 months at 0.8 time to 9 months at 0.8 time.  Costs have remained constant the last few years and will seem to remain so.  

Normally, the HSC winter meetings are planned around where “orphaned sites” need to be measured.  However, this coming field season has no orphaned sites.  So therefore we left the idea open whether or not to even have a winter meeting.  If we do meet, the meeting will be held Tuesday and Wednesday January 11-12, 2005.

We then loaded up to visit the next-door WA DNR Webster nursery.  Tim Crockett, the bareroot manager, led us through the nursery’s plug 1/2 red alder production stock.  The week before, they planted them out and the seedlings look great.  The nursery is still fine tuning it’s sowing and transplanting dates to optimize seedling performance.  The greatest challenge they now face is keeping the seedlings small enough for planting.  Three options are being discussed and tested: root wrenching, water stress, and top mowing.  After that we went over to a small experimental area where seedlings subjected to the above treatments last year were planted out.  Many of the top mowed seedlings looked great- with single tops.  A few had double tops and this when the mowing occurred way above a leaf bud.

Connie Harrington and Warren Devine then led us around their white oak outplanting study.  Here they subjected outplanted white oak (with brush mats and growing tubes) to various root prune, irrigation, and fertilization treatments.  The study was just underway and therefore no results were available.

After lunch we visited one of the oldest plantings of red alder.  The property is currently owned by Trans Alta, which has 14,000 acres of coalmines and coal burning electricity plants.  Greg Jones and John Wisch explained that after a surface coalmine has been exhausted, a very regulated sequence of steps needs to be taken to reclamate the area.  At first the company liked to convert to ryegrass, but now they prefer reforestation.

But way back in 1982, Connie and John took nursery-grown red alder seedlings and established a spacing trial.  Do to the high variability in mortality, Connie superimposed a pruning trial.  As we wandered through the area Connie discussed some of the results of her study:

1) the timing of pruning makes no difference in healing rates/incidence of decay,

2) live and dead branch pruning makes no difference in healing rates/incidence of decay,

3) epicormic branches have very little negative effects on wood quality,

4) visible branch scars may have clear wood behind them,  

5) overall red alder has less decay than any other Western hardwood, and

6) the potential increase in the money made from pruning will generally go to the mill owner rather than the landowner.

With that, we all split off into small groups discussing various aspects of red alder management and looking forward to whatever the future may bring.

PAGE  
2

